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Acknow
ledgem

ent of Country

I acknow
ledge the Traditional 

O
w

ners of the land 
on w

hich w
e are m

eeting. 
I pay m

y respects to their Elders, 
past and present, and the Elders 

from
 other com

m
unities 

w
ho m

ay be here today.
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Proactively engage w
ith stakeholders

The Centre for Population
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Publications and data insights to inform
 policy

Thisincludestargeted
research

outputsforpublication
(including

on
ourw

ebsite),
and

data
projectionsprovided

forBudgets,M
id-YearEconom

ic
and

FiscalO
utlook

(M
YEFO

)docum
ents,and

Inter-generationalreports.

Population Statem
ent

The
Statem

entw
illbe

an
annualoverarching

docum
entcapturing

the
population

landscape
in

Australia
including

com
position,

distribution,
and

broader
dem

ographic
trends.

Identify other collaboration opportunities outside G
overnm

ent
Engaging w

ith academ
ics, think tanks, large corporates, regional developm

ent 
bodies, and industry organisations on collaboration opportunities.

Collaborating w
ith other jurisdictions on population policy

This includes supporting M
inisters through the N

ational Cabinet Reform
 

Com
m

ittee on Population and M
igration, and w

orking w
ith states, territories and 

local governm
ent in officials’ w

orking groups.

N
ational Population and Planning Fram

ew
ork

The
Fram

ew
ork

sets
out

how
all

levels
of

governm
ent

w
ill

w
ork

together
to

betterplan
forAustralia’sfuture

population.

Population Plan
The Governm

ent w
ill plan for the effects of population change by assessing the 

costs and benefits of change, incorporating state, territory and local governm
ent 

plans and m
apping and analysing existing population data.

O
ur 

objectives

How
 w

e w
ork

W
hat w

e deliver

Strong evidence. Deep Insights. Collaborative Approach.

Enrich the evidence base
Influence strategic policy-m

aking

The Centre w
ill engage w

ith state, territory and local governm
ents, academ

ics, business and the general public w
ith the purpose of both enriching the evidence base and inform

ing 
policy.

Identify and address data gaps.

Develop
a prioritised

research agenda.

U
ndertake and com

m
ission

research pieces.

Inform
 national population policy.

Identify em
erging policy priorities.

Develop relevant com
m

unications m
aterial and publications.

O
ur vision

Support the M
inister for Population 



Australia’s first Population Statem
ent

4

•
Annual docum

ent

•
Aim

s to im
prove understanding of:

–
Australia’s population

–
how

 it is changing and is expected to change in the future, and
–

the im
plications of those changes.

•
Resource to support policy, planning and research



Population forecasts and projections
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•
Scenarios
–

Pre-CO
VID-19

–
Central case

–
Extended restrictions

•
Assum

ptions



KEY M
ESSAG

ES
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Sources: Australian Bureau of Statistics, N
ational, state and territory population, M

arch 2020, 2020), Centre for Population projections

1. Population grow
th

CO
VID

-19 w
ill m

ake our population sm
aller and older than w

as projected before the pandem
ic

Com
ponents of population grow

th, forecasts and projections, Australia, 2018-19 to 2030-31
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CO
VID

-19 w
ill decrease Australia’s population grow

th

Population scenarios, levels

Source: Centre for Population projections (Initial figures)
Source: Centre for Population projections (Initial figures)

Population scenarios, grow
th
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2. O
verseas M

igration
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Source: Centre for Population projections

CO
VID

-19 is causing a sharp decline in N
O

M
 w

hich is forecast to be negative for the 
first tim

e in 75 years

-100

-50

0 50 100

150

200

250

300

-100

-50 0 50

100

150

200

250

3002018-19
2021-22

2024-25
2027-28

2030-31

'000
'000

Pre-C
O

VID
-19 scenario

C
entral case

Extended restrictions scenario

Forecasts
P

rojections



3. Internal M
igration
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Few
er people w

ill m
ove interstate during the CO

VID
-19 recession

Source: ABS Historical population; ABS N
ational, state and territory population, Centre for Population projections
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4. Total Fertility Rate
CO

VID
-19 w

ill delay som
e Australians having children but the fertility rate w

as 
projected to decline even before CO

VID-19

Source:: ABS N
ational, state and territory population, M

cDonald A Projection of Australia’s Future Fertility Rates
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5. States and territories 
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CO
VID

-19 w
ill im

m
ediately reduce population grow

th in all states and territories but the im
pacts w

on’t be 
equal across the country
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6. Cities and regions
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Source: Centre for Population projections
Source: Centre for Population projections

CO
VID

-19 w
ill slow

 population grow
th inside and outside capital cities
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7. Capital Cities 
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Source: Centre for Population projections
Source: Centre for Population projections

M
elbourne is projected to overtake Sydney to becom

e the largest city 2031 

M
elbourne projected 

to overtake Sydney in 
2026-27
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8. Regional m
ovem

ents
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Provisional Regional Internal M
igration Estim

ates (PRIM
E) data show

s that CO
VID-19 has reduced the 

num
ber of people m

oving interstate by 9 per cent in the 12 m
onths to June 2020

​​P
eak interstate m

igration 
404,000 people

year to June 2019
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9. Ageing
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CO
VID

-19 w
ill contribute to the faster ageing of Australia’s population

Source: ABS Regionalpopulation by age and sex
(2020), Centre for Population projections
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Creating the 
evidence base 
on population 

change

Defining 
Australia’s 
population 

policy 
settings

Regular new
 

content on 
population. 

gov.au

Recent 
Im

pacts on 
Australia’s 
Population

Im
pact of 

CO
VID-19 on 
Internal 

M
igration 

Past
Present

Future

Im
pact of 

CO
VID-19 on 

Australia’s 
population



Q
uestions &

 Answ
ers
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Strong evidence

Deep insights

Collaborative approach
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w
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.population.gov.au


